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-_conftitute Human Happinefs, as they are diftin- 
guifhed into Natural and Famtaftical. Natural 


1: is of great Ufe to confiderthe Pleafures which 
Pleafures | call thofe, which, not depending on 


the Fathion and Caprice of any particular Age or Na- | 


tion, are fuited to Humane Nature in general, and 


_ were intended by Providence as Rewards for the u- 


fing our Faculties agreeably to the Ends for which 
they were given us. Fantaflical Rieafures are thofe 
which having no natural Fitnefs to delight our Minds, 
prefuppofe fome particular Whim or afte acciden- 
tally prevailing in a Sett of People, to which it is 
owing that they pleafe. —. 


‘Now I take it, that the Tranquility and Cheerfal- | 


nefs with which { have paffed my Life, are the Effe& 
of having, ever fince I came to Years of Difcretion, 
continued my Inclinations to the former fort of 
Pleafures. But, asmy Experience can bea Rule only 
to. my own Aétions, it may probably be a ftronger 
Motive to induce others to the fame Scheme of Life, 
if they would confider that we are prompted to Na- 
tural Pleafures by an [nftin@ imprefied on our Minds 
by the Author of our Nature, who beft underftands 
our Frames, and confequently beft knows what thofe 
Pleafures are which will give us the leaft Uneafinefs 
Purfuit, and the greateft Satisfa@tion in the 
Eajoyment of them. Hence it follows, thatthe Ob- 
je&s of our Natural Defires are cheap or eafie to be 
- Obtained, it being a Maxim that holds throughout 
the whole Syftem of created Beings, that, Nothimg is 
made ix vain, much lefs the Inftin&s and Appetites 


of Animals, whichthe Benevolence, as wellas Wif- 
, dom of the Deity, is concerned to providefor. Nor 
igtheFruition of thofe Objeas lefs pleafing than the 
Acqnifition is eafie; and the Pleafure is heightened 


by the Senfe of having anfwered fome Natural End, 
and the Confcioufnefs of e&ing in concert with the 
, Supreme Governor of the Univerfe. 


. Onder Natural Pleafures I comprehend thofe which 
are univerfally fuited, as wellto the Rational as the. 
Senfual Part of our Nature. And of the Pleafures 
which affe&t our Senfes, thofeonly areto be efteemed 


Natural_that are contained within the Rules of Rea-_ 


(Price Two Pence.) 


quae poffit facere fervare beatum. “Hor. 
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fon, which is allowed to be as neceffary an Ingredi- 
ent of Human Nature as Senfe. And, indeed, Ex- 
ceffes of any kind are hardly to be efteemed Plea- 
fares, much Natural Pleafures. 

It is evident, that a Defire terminated in Mony is 
fantaftical ; fo is the Defire of outward Diftin@ions, 
which bring no Delight of Senfe, nor recommend 


us as ufeful to Mankind ; and the Defire of things — 


meerly becaufe they are New or Foreign. Men, 
who are indifpofed to 2 due Exertion of their higher 
Parts, are driven to fuch Purfuits as thefe from the 
Reftlefsnefs of the Mind, and the fenfitive Appetites 


being eafily fatisfied. It is, in fome fort, owing to 


the Bounty of Providence, that difdaining a cheap 
and vulgar Hapsinefs, they frame to themfelves ima- 
in. which there is nothing can raife 

efire but the Difficulty of obtaining them. . Thus 
Men become the Contrivers of their own Mifery, as 
aPunithment on themfelves for departing from the 
Meafures of Nature. Having by an habitual Re- 
fle&tion on thefe Truths made them Familiar, the 
FE ffe& is, that I, among a number’ of Perfons who 
have debauched their Natural Tafte, fee-things in a 
peculiar Light, which I have arrived at, not by any 
uncommon force of Genius or acquired Knowledge, 
but only by unlearning the falfe Notions inftilled by 
Cuitom and Education. 


The various Objedts that compofe the World were 
py IN 1 to delight our Senfes; and as it — 
is this alone that makes them defirable to an uncor- 


rupted Tafte, a Man may be faid naturally to poffefs 
them, when he poffeffeth thofe Enjoyments which 


they are fitted by Nature to oe Hence it is ufual 
with me to confider.my-felf, as having a natural 


Property in every Objeé& that adminifters Pleafure to 


me. When I am in the Country, all the fine Seats 
near the Place of my Refidence, and to which I have 
Accefs, I regard as mine. Thefame! think of the 
Groves and Fields where 1 walk,and mufe on theFolly 
of thecivs/ Landlord in London, who has the fantaftical 
Pleafure of draining dry Rent into his Coffers, but is. 
a Stranger to freth Air and RuralEnjoyments. By | 
thefe Principles I am poffeffed of half a dozen of 
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